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â€œSpeedy, exhilarating, and smooth. Nobody does it better.â€• â€”Washington Postâ€œThe man

knows how to grab youâ€”and Pronto is one of the best grabbers in years.â€• â€”Entertainment

WeeklyFans of U.S. Marshal Raylan Givens of the hit TV series Justified are in for a major treat.

The unstoppable manhunter with the very itchy trigger finger stars in Pronto, a crime fiction gem

from the one and only Elmore Leonard, â€œthe greatest crime writer of our time, perhaps everâ€•

(New York Times Book Review). The Grand Master justifies the overwhelming acclaim he has

received over the course of his remarkable career with an electrifying thriller that sends the

indomitable Raylan racing to Italy on the trail of a fugitive bookie whoâ€™s hiding from the vengeful

Miami mob. The legendary Leonard, whom the Seattle Times lauds as the â€œKing Daddy of crime

writers,â€• proves that all comparisons to American noir icons John D. MacDonald, Dashiell

Hammett, and James M. Cain are well deserved with this tale of very dirty doings and extremely

dangerous men coming together in the birthplace of Puccini, Garibaldi, and La Cosa Nostra.
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PRONTO by Elmore Leonard is a joyride of a story about Harry Arno, an over the hills Miami

bookmaker. Harry plans to retire in Italy on money he skimmed from his corpulent mob boss, Jimmy

"Cap" Capotorto. The feds want Jimmy Cap so they set up Harry to give information about Cap's

activities by putting out the word about his skimming activities. An assassin is sent to get Harry but

he's faster with a gun. In a final jab at the law, before he skips town, Harry gives the slip to U. S.

Marshal Raylan Givens for the second time since they first met six years ago. In addition, "Zip",

another mob affiliate, wants to take over Harry's action, so he tells Cap that he'll take out Harry in

Italy. Consequently, Harry has so many people following him that the small village of Rapallo, Italy,

becomes inundated with U. S. mobsters and federal agents plus Harry's old girlfriend, ex-stripper,

Joyce. During all of these events, the sixty-six year old Harry starts drinking seriously again which

causes the situation to deteriorate fast. Harry is in real danger of losing his life, as are several of the

other players.Leonard wrote twenty-three books before being discovered by the bestseller market in

l983, the year LA BRAVA was published and won the Edgar Award. In l953, his first novel, THE

BOUNTY HUNTERS, was published, but the market for westerns began to dry up. Leonard is best

known for his crime novels.All of the characters in PRONTO are drawn with clarity and colors so

vivid the reader would know each one if he or she ran into them on the street. U. S. Marshal Raylan

Givens is a fast-draw cowboy of the Old West variety. His cream cowboy hat bobbing aloft alerts

readers to his entry in any combat zone.

Harry Arno, a bookie in Miami, quietly lives the good life with a sometime girlfriend, Joyce Patton.

He's skimmed money from the top of his operation without the knowledge of his boss, Jimmy "Cap"

Capotorto, for years and has managed to salt away nearly a cool million toward his retirement. If

everything had gone the way Harry had wanted, he would have retired and moved to Rapallo, Italy,

where he once saw and briefly talked to the poet, Ezra Pound. Harry was in the army at the time,

and Pound was incarcerated. That was also the first time Harry killed a man. Things go sour for

Harry when the Justice Department sets him up by having a snitch tell Jimmy Cap that Harry has

been skimming. Everybody knows bookies skim, but nobody's supposed to be able to prove it. The

Justice Department figures that Jimmy Cap will try to have Harry killed, which will force Harry to ask

for witness protection and turn evidence against Jimmy Cap. Harry remains optimistic about working

things out-until he has to kill a gunman sent by Jimmy Cap. United States Marshal Raylan Givens is

sent to protect Harry and try to get him to come in. Raylan has a past with Harry: six years ago

Raylan was escorting Harry to a court date in Chicago when Harry gave him the slip in the Atlanta

airport. Raylan is an old West kind of marshal, the kind who always gets his man, so bringing Harry



in this time is kind of a point of honor thing and an attempt to clean his blemished record. So when

Harry gives Raylan the slip again and disappears off to Rapallo, Italy, the marshal feels compelled

to go after him-even if it means stepping into the line of fire of Tommy Bitonti, Jimmy Cap's main

enforcer. Tommy Bitonti-also called Tommy Bucks and the Zip-has his own axe to grind.
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